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. HAPPY BIRTHDAY! .

August 2: Coloring Book | ':;_1&;
| Day e || Tiffany Glidden ... August8
| August 7: Purple Heart Day | » Jim Barnett ... /10 . Af
August 12: International . Barb Brown ... 8/22
Youth Day . . ' .

. _ ' Jerri Carmickle ... 8/23 |
| August 15: National . p A
/| Relaxation Day. . - Luis Ortiz ... August 8/23  °

| August 19: World Gerda England ... 8/28

Humanitarian Day,
International Orangutan
Day

| August 26: Women's

Equality Day
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(.f\;,- il WUstrological Signs of Wigust
e August birthdays span two distinet astrological signs: Leo (July 23 — August 22)
and Virgo (August 23 — September 22). Leos are bold, passionate, and natural
~ . leaders, while Virgos are analvtical, practical, and detail-oriented.
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Watermelon Day ...
August 3

Crafts w/ Molly ...
August 12

Band “Loco™ ...
August 25
Pizza Party w/ movie
... August 28

CGiet ready for an afternoon of great
music! On August 25, we are excited t
welcome LOCO to Kenton Nursing &
Eehab for a live performance. The
band will entertain residents with a fun
mix of rock and country favorites that
are sure to have everyone singing
along, tapping their toes, and enjoying
the lively atmosphere. We look
forward to sharing this special musical
event with our residents and making
wonderful memories together!




Summer fun was in full swing at our community as
residents enjoyed one of our most unique and refreshing
activities of the season, a Wheelchair Car Wash! The warm
sunshine made it the perfect day to cool off, and everyone was
excited to take part in this event. Residents had the opportunity
to drive their wheelchairs through a giant inflatable sprinkler,
turning an ordinary summer afternoon into an unforgettable
experience.

As they rolled through the sprays of water, laughter filled
the air, and smiles could be seen all around. Whether residents
chose to get just a little misted or enjoy the full splash, everyone
had a wonderful time watching friends make their way through
the sprinkler and cheering each other on.

The fun didn't stop there! Kelly and Tessa helped make
the day extra special by preparing festive Fourth of July-inspired
drinks for everyone to enjoy. Each colorful drink was topped

with a delicious popsicle, creating a refreshing summertime treat that was as fun to look at as it was to
drink. The patriotic beverages were a huge hit and helped everyone stay cool while adding a festive
touch to the celebration.

Residents loved sipping their special drinks while relaxing outdoors and visiting with friends.
Of course, no summer gathering would be complete without great food. Following all the excitement,
everyone enjoyed a classic cookout featuring hot dogs and cold drinks. The aroma of grilled hot dogs,
the sounds of conversation, and the cheerful atmosphere made it feel like a true backyard summer
celebration.

Residents spent time laughing together enjoying the beautiful weather while creating
memories with friends and staff. Activities like our Wheelchair Car Wash are about so much more
than just having fun, they encourage laughter, social connection, and opportunities to enjoy new
experiences together. Seeing residents smiling, interacting, and making the most of a beautiful
summer day is what these special events are

all about.



Resident of the Month

h

This month, we are proud to recognize Michael Hagar as our Resident of
the Month! A lifelong Kenton resident, Mike was born on July 1, 1952,
and has spent his life working hard and giving back to his community.
After praduating from Kenton High School, he began his career at North
Electric, where he met the love of his life, Wanda. They were married in
1974 and have shared many wonderful years together. Mike spent more
than 25 years at Kenton Structural, working his way up from welder to
foreman before retiring after another 12 years in Findlay. When he's not
reminiscing about his career, Mike enjoys classic cars, guns,
woodworking, and home remodeling. Woodworking is his greatest
passion, and he has built beautiful furniture and restored treasured family
pieces over the years. Mike is also a longtime fan of Dean Martin and has
a special place in his heart for dogs. having raised several throughout his
life.

Employee of the Month

For the past 23 years, Staci has been making a ditference as a Physical Therapist
Assistant, helping patients regain their strength, mobility, and independence.
Although she began her career with a degree in accounting, she quickly realized
her passion was working directly with people rather than sitting behind a desk.
To Staci, the most rewarding part of the job is helping patients get back on their
feet, achieve their goals, and return home with confidence. She also values being
part of a supportive team of coworkers who make coming to work enjoyable
every day. Outside of work, she is a proud wife and a parent of three children
and grandmaother to two granddaughters. She enjoys spending time with family,
walking her little dog, reading, watching movies, and golfing. Congratulations to
Staci, and thank you for 23 years of compassionate care and dedication!




Welcome Aboard!

e Jennifer Treen | STNA

o

Jennifer is from Arlington and has been an STNA since 2005, bringing two decades of
experience and compassion to long-term care. She has been married since 2010 and
enjoys spending time with her family, which includes five children and seven
grandchildren. When she's not at work, Jennifer loves making shirts, fishing, and eating
Chinese. What she enjoys most about working in long-term care is being able to help and
be there for the elderly, a passion that shines through in her dedication to caring for
others.

e Maranda Harshbarger | STNA

O Maranda is from Waynesfield and brings a passion for caring for others and building

meaningful relationships with residents. She attended Rhodes State College, where she
majored in Physical Therapist Assisting, and later earned her CNA certification through
Apollo Career Center. Maranda enjoys spending time with her husband, Fric, and their
six children: Heaven, Jordan, Tre, Shelby, Scarlett, and Christopher. In her free time, she
stays active with 4-H, raises and shows dairy goats, crochets, and enjoys genealogy. Her
favorite foods are Mexican and Chinese cuisine. What Maranda loves most about
long-term care is getting to know the residents and making personal connections. She
also appreciates life's simple moments and values spending quality time with family.

e Samantha Miller | LPN

O Samantha is from Mansfield and is excited to bring her skills and compassion to our

residents. She completed her nursing education through Knox County Career Center
Adult Education and is passionate about making a positive impact in long-term care.
Outside of work, Samantha enjoys reading, spending time with her husband and two
daughters, and caring for her five goats. If you ask about her favorite dessert, she'll
happily tell you it's cheesecake! What Samantha enjoys most about long-term care is
building meaningful connections with residents and knowing she's made a difference in
their lives.

e Mackenzie Graves

o

Originally from Kenton, Ohio, Mackenzie is a proud mom of two sons and one daughter.
In her free time, she enjoys collecting stuffed animals and crystals, coloring, and cheering
on her kids at their sporting events. Mackenzie graduated from Lifeworks and earned her
STNA certification. She says the best part of working in long-term care is getting to know
residents, hearing their life stories, and building meaningful relationships

e Laura Bruhns



On behalf of everyone here, welcome! We are thrilled that you have chosen to join our
family. Starting a new job is an exciting milestone, and we want you to know how happy we are
to have you as part of our team.

Each of you brings unique experiences, talents, and compassion that will help make a
positive difference in the lives of our residents every day. Working in long-term care is more than
just a job, it's an opportunity to build meaningful relationships, provide comfort, and create
moments that truly matter.

Whether you're helping a resident with daily activities, sharing a conversation, or simply
offering a smile, your kindness and dedication have the power to brighten someone's day. The
care and respect you show our residents help make our facility feel like home.

As you begin your journey with us, don't be afraid to ask questions, seek guidance, and
learn from your coworkers. We believe that teamwork is the foundation of exceptional care.
Every department plays an important role, and together we create a safe, welcoming, and
supportive environment for both our residents and one another. We encourage you to share your
ideas, celebrate your successes, and
lean on your teammates whenever you
need support

. We also hope you'll take the ‘ 117
time to get to know our residents. They § e
each have incredible stories, life S 7)
experiences, and wisdom to share. The KENTON
connections you build with them often
become the most rewarding part of
working in long-term care. A few extra
moments spent listening, laughing, or
simply being present can have a lasting

impact on both you and the people we
serve.

Thank you for choosing to be part of our team and for committing to the important work
of caring for others. We appreciate your compassion, professionalism, and willingness to make a
difference every day. We look forward to watching you grow, succeed, and become an important
part of our family.



Our residents recently enjoyed a wonderful evening of creativity
during a special Paint & Sip activity led by Cindy. The event
brought everyone together for a relaxing and enjoyable
experience filled with laughter, artistic expression, and great
conversation. As residents settled in with refreshing iced coffee,
Cindy welcomed everyone and shared several beautiful
landscape examples to inspire their paintings, there were plenty
of ideas to spark everyone's imagination. Rather than having
everyone create the exact same painting, Cindy encouraged each
resident to personalize their artwork. Residents chose their own
colors, added favorite flowers, trees, birds, and other special
touches, making every masterpiece as unique as the artist behind
it. It was wonderful to see everyone's creativity shine as they put
their own personal spin on the landscapes. Throughout the
evening, the room was filled with smiles, encouragement, and

conversation as residents admired one another's work and shared
stories inspired by the scenes they were painting. Cindy was
available every step of the way, offering guidance, helpful tips,
and plenty of positive encouragement to help each artist feel
confident in their abilities The combination of painting and
sipping iced coffee created a calm, welcoming atmosphere where
residents could relax, socialize, and enjoy expressing themselves
through art. By the end of the session, everyone had a beautiful
landscape to take pride in, along with happy memories of time
spent creating together. A heartfelt thank you to Cindy for
leading such a fun and inspiring Paint & Sip experience. Her
patience, creativity, and enthusiasm helped make the evening a
tremendous success, and our residents are already looking forward
to the next opportunity to gather, paint, and create together.




Dear Residents and Staff,

It is with a heavy heart that I share that, after 5%2 years with Kenton
Nursing & Rehabilitation Center, I have accepted an Administrator
position with the Vancrest family of companies.

Throughout my 14 years as a Nursing Home Administrator, I have only
committed to three companies. I take loyalty, longevity, and the
relationships built along the way very seriously, which is why this
decision has been especially difficult. Kenton Nursing has been an
incredibly meaningful chapter in my career and in my life.

When I accepted this position in 2021, our building was facing many
challenges. We were coming through the COVID-19 pandemic, had
experienced the heartbreaking loss of many residents, and had seen
many staff members leave the healthcare profession. One of my greatest
priorities was rebuilding a sense of community, focusing on the health
and well-being of our residents, welcoming families and visitors back

into the building, and returning our focus to the areas that make us special—quality care, therapy, and the
relationships we share with those we serve.

Over the past 5¥2 years, I have been incredibly proud of
how far Kenton Nursing has come. We have grown from
approximately 70 residents to a peak census of 107 in
2024. More importantly, we have continued to build a
stronger team, create meaningful relationships, and provide
care to countless residents and families in our community.

My heart truly loves Kenton, Ohio. I have thoroughly
enjoyed working alongside our residents, staff, families,
and community partners. Kenton is a special community,
and I am excited about its future. With the revitalization
and renewed focus on the community, I truly believe
Kenton has a bright future ahead.

My last day on-site at Kenton Nursing is planned for
Friday, August 8. I will be joining Vancrest Companies and
will initially be placed at a facility in Henry County until




the completion of the new Vancrest of Kenton building,

currently expected to open in 2027. I am excited that,
although I will be leaving Kenton Nursing, my future will
ultimately bring me back to the Kenton community.

I am also confident that Kenton Nursing is in good hands
under the leadership of Maria and her clinical team. The
building has a strong foundation and a dedicated team of
people who care deeply about our residents. Kenton
Nursing is actively working toward identifying my
replacement, and I will share updates with everyone as
that process moves forward and a solid successor is
selected.

To our residents: Thank you for allowing me to be a part
of your lives. It has been an honor to know you,
listen to your stories, celebrate your successes,
and share in both the good days and the difficult
ones.

To our staff: Thank you for your hard work,
dedication, and support over the years. No
Administrator accomplishes anything alone. The
progress we have made at Kenton Nursing has
been because of the people who come through our
doors every day and choose to care for others.

While this is a bittersweet goodbye, I am
incredibly grateful for my time at Kenton Nursing
& Rehabilitation Center. I will carry the
memories, friendships, lessons, and relationships

from this building with me throughout the rest of my career.
Thank you for allowing me to serve you.
With Love,

Austin Gerber




Celebrating National Orangutan Day: Guardians of
the Rainforest

Meet the ""People of the Forest"

The name orangutan comes from the Malay words orang (person) and fustan (forest), meaning ""person of the forest.”
This name is fitting, as orangutans share nearly 97% of their DNA with humans and display incredible behaviors that
continue to amaze scientists. They use sticks to gather insects or honey, fashion leaves into umbrellas during rainstorms,
and earefully teach their young essential survival skills.

Uinlike many other primates, orangutans spend most of their lives in the trees. Each evening, they build a fresh nest high
in the canopy, creating a safe place to sleep before beginning another day of exploring the rainforest.




A Species Worth Protecting

Today, wild orangutans are found only on the islands of Borneo and Sumatra, with a thind species identificd in the Tapanuli region
of Sumatra. Unfortunately, all three species are critically endangered due to habitat loss, illegal wildlife trade, and forest fires,

As rainforests are cleared for agriculture and development, orangutans lose the homes and food sources they depend on. Protecting
these forests not only helps orangutans—it also preserves countless other species and supports one of the planet’s most important
natural defenses against climate change.

Why National Orangutan Day Matters

National Orangutan Day is more than just a celebration—it's an opportunity to recognize the importance of protecting one of our
closest relatives in the animal kingdom. Orangutans play a critical role in maintaining healthy rainforest ecosystems by dispersing
seeds and helping forests regenerate. Their survival is closely tied to the health of the forests that also support countless other
species and help regulate our planet's climate.

Everyone can make a positive difference through simple, thoughtful sctions, Supporting reputable organizations that work to protect
oranguian habitats and restore rainforests helps ensure these incredible apes have a future in the wild, Choosing products made with
sustainably sourced palm oil encourages environmentally responsible farming practices that reduce pressure on rainforest habitats.
Reducing waste, recveling, and making sustainable everyday choices also contribute to protecting natural resources, Finally,
learning about orangutans and sharing their story with friends, family, and the community helps raise awareness and inspire others
to become involved in conservation.

Amazing Orangutan Facts

Drangutans are among the most intelligent primates in the world and have been observed using tools to gather food, access insects,
and solve everyday challenges in their forest environment. An adult male orangutan can have an arm span of more than 7 feet (2.1
meters), allowing him to move efforilessly through the treetops without descending to the ground. Baby oranguotans remain with
their mothers for up to eight years, making their childhood one of the longest of any animal besides humans, During this time, they
learn essential survival skills, including how to find food. build nests, and navigate the rainforest. Orangutans are also known as the
"gardeners of the forest" because they spread seeds throughout the rainforest, helping new plants grow and maintaining the rich
biodiversity of their habitat.

Looking Ahead

This Mational Orangutan Day, take a moment to appreciate these extraordinary "people of the forest” and the important role they
play in keeping rainforests healthy and thriving, By making informed choices, supporting conservation efforts, and sharing
knowledge about these remarkable great apes, we can all help protect their future.

When we protect orangutans, we also protect the rainforests they call home; ecosysiems that support countless species, store
carbon, and provide benefits for communities around the world. Together, our actions can help ensure that future generations will
continue o marvel at these incredible animals in the wild.







